
A Grand Tour Carnelian Intaglio A Young Faun Seated before a Herm of Pan
Carnelian ; Diameter 16 mm 

Grand Tour, 18th century

With original plaster cast

 
 

The circular carnelian, of a warm honey-orange tone, is engraved in intaglio with a graceful young Faun
(Faunus) seated upon a rock in a pensive attitude, chin resting on his hand, an animal skin (nebris)

gathered beneath him. Before him rises a hermaic pillar surmounted by an ithyphallic figure of Pan; at
its foot, the double pipes (tibiae) stand planted in the ground — emblems of pastoral music and of the

Dionysiac, bucolic world.

The pensive seated Faun reprises a celebrated antique prototype: the gem signed by the engraver
Nikomachos (ΝΙCΟΜΑC), in black agate and published by Domenico Augusto Bracci among the works
of the ancient masters. The present intaglio is a variant of the fuller composition — the Faun combined

with a herm of Pan and the double pipes — recorded by Philipp Daniel Lippert and in the Tassie
collection. It is a fine accomplishment of 18th-century glyptic art in the antiquarian taste of the Grand

Tour, when engravers revived the celebrated gems of antiquity for cultivated collectors.
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