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Exceptional Celtic Gold Torque.
L. circa 13,5 cm

Total weight 164 gr

North Europe, Iron Age, c. 800-100 BCE

A penannular gold neck-ring or torc formed from two solid gold bars twisted together in a regular right-
hand spiral. The body of the torc displays a tight, even torsion that creates a distinctive rope-like pattern
characteristic of the Insular tradition. The terminals are plain, tubular, and slightly flared, tapering
smoothly from the twisted body without additional decoration. The torc opens at the front, with the
terminals slightly overlapping or positioned close together when worn.

The surface exhibits a warm, matte gold patina consistent with burial conditions and extended age.
Minor surface accretions and light wear patterns are visible, particularly on the outer curve of the twisted
body, suggesting the piece was worn rather than solely deposited as a votive offering.

Historical Context

The Early Iron Age in Britain (c. 800-500 BCE) represents a period of transition from the preceding
Bronze Age traditions, during which new metalworking techniques and continental influences began to
shape insular artistic production. Gold torcs served as powerful symbols of status, wealth, and possibly

spiritual authority within hierarchical Celtic societies. Classical authors, including Diodorus Siculus, later
recorded that the Celts in Gaul wore "massive solid-gold collars around their necks" as emblems of
rank.

The twisted bar form represents one of the earliest and most enduring torc typologies in the British Isles,
with origins extending back to the Middle Bronze Age (c. 1300—1100 BCE). Unlike the elaborate La
Tene style torcs of the later Iron Age, which feature complex terminals decorated with curvilinear Celtic
art motifs, this example belongs to a simpler tradition favouring the inherent beauty of the twisted metal
itself.



Northern England during this period was home to communities that would later coalesce into tribal
confederations such as the Brigantes, known to Roman historians as one of the most powerful peoples
of pre-Roman Britain. The presence of gold torcs in this region indicates established networks of trade

and elite gift-exchange extending across Britain and to the Continent.
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