
A Roman nicolo intaglio. Eros riding a chariot pulled by two roosters.
Circa: 2nd-3rd century A.D.

Nicolo

1.2 x 1.5 x 0.3 cm (0 ¹/2 x 0 5/8 x 0 ¹/8 inches)

2nd-3rd century A.D.
 

This stone is exceptionally engraved with an Eros riding a chariot pulled by two roosters toward left. In
the field, in front of them, a palm branch, symbol of victory and triumph. Groundline. Beneath, a

retrograde latin inscription "LAN". Slight wear marks on the surface of the stone. 

Every element speaks of love as conqueror. The rooster was Eros' own bird, the courtship gift of
antiquity and an emblem of ardent, competitive desire; the palm crowns the victor. Together they

stage the triumph of Love — Amor vincit — a little god riding down all resistance, a theme antiquity
would hand to the Renaissance and its Triumphs of Love.

 


